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possible rewards and perils. Although this project is often referred to as the "holy grail
ofmodern genetics," the authors cover the potential for significant abuses and end with
a cautionary note that could well summarize the entire book: "The accumulation of
genetic knowledge ... does not guarantee wisdom ... ifsuch knowledge breeds a false
sense ofhuman mastery over genes, it can even lead to folly."
These last nine chapters do an outstanding job ofpresenting complicated ideas to a
nonscientific audience, as well as covering enough detail to satisfy those with a science
background. The authors' presentation is balanced, and controversial arguments are
examined from all sides. Their conclusions are reasonable from both a scientific and an
ethical perspective. In addition, a convenient glossary of terms is included for easy
reference, and explanations are clear and concise.
I would recommend this volume for anyone interested in the policy implications of
the new genetics. Despitea slow beginning, these authors do an excellentjobofmaking
the world of biotechnology available to the general reader. While their "genethic
principles" and conclusions will be controversial to some, their arguments are worth
reading by all.
MAUREEN A. SMITH
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
FUNDAMENTALS OF RADIOLOGY. 4th Edition. By Lucy Frank Squire and Robert A.
Novelline. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press, 1988. 355 pp. $29.50.
It was a pleasure to read the new, and distinctly improved, fourth edition ofSquire's
classic introduction to radiology. The text has always been designed to present the
beginning student with the fundamentals necessary to approach radiographic and
other forms of diagnostic imaging. Dr. Squire and her present co-author have vastly
updated the text by interspersing cross-sectional imaging techniques throughout. This
closejuxtaposition ofthe plain roentgenograms with sopograms, computer tomograms
(CT), and magnetic resonance images (MRI) (compared to the previous edition where
a separate chapter on cross-sectional images was presented) greatly enhances the
utility and clarity for all four techniques. The text is oriented by organ system, as in the
past. Starting with imaging ofthe chest, the authors develop an algorithmic system for
the approach ofany film. As well, they describe in brief but sufficient detail the many
alternative modalities available for imaging each region. They have retained the
excellent diagrams and colorful schema of previous editions, which ease the learning
process considerably.
Chapters which discuss the heart (including an excellent section on nuclear
imaging) and major vessels along with a complete and lucid description of abdominal
radiography, sonography, and CT follow. Also helpful is their discussion of the
indications for usage ofcontrast materials in imaging the abdomen, complemented by
films given as "unknowns" for interpretation by the reader. A section on imaging ofthe
urinary tract follows and clearly describes thecomplexities inherent in interpreting the
intravenous pyelogram. A section on bone radiography is included, as well as a fairly
up-to-date consideration ofthe ever-expanding field ofneuroradiology, which is new to
this edition.
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colonic obstruction. Improved description of the utility of the gallium scan and other
nuclear medicine procedures would also be helpful. As the authors state, however, the
text is not intended to be a compendium of radiographic technique. Instead, they
present a concise overview ofthe field ofradiology and offer preliminary instruction in
the interpretation of basic images. The authors succeed in teaching a commonsense
approach to basic medical problems as well, so that the text is especially useful for
students in the introduction to clinical medicine segments oftheir training. Herein lies
the strength ofthe text, and I enthusiastically recommend it.
LEWIS R. LIPSEY
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
THE THREE-LEGGED STALLION AND OTHER TALES FROM A DOCTOR'S NOTEBOOK. By
Siegfried J. Kra. New York, W.W. Norton & Co., 1989. 205 pp. $18.95
Most physicians can remember unusual, bizarre, or tantalizing clinical experiences.
Patients, being people, come in all sizes, varieties, and orientations-a constantly
changing panorama of humanity. Most physicians who have practiced as long and
successfully as has Dr. Kra have the raw material to write a book similar to this one,
but few could mold their experiences into the interesting presentation Dr. Kra has
provided.
Almost all ofhis stories concern patients for whom he was responsible and about half
of the chapters describe episodes which occurred when he was a medical student in
Europe. He also includes a lengthy and interesting description of his own illness, as a
child in Nazi Germany, when Adolph Hitler inadvertently saved him from an
unpleasant and unnecessary procedure.
Of course, every patient provides evidence of Dr. Kra's diagnostic expertise. Most
are triumphs but a few are failures, in the sense that the patient does not benefit or dies.
The bizarre and romantic aspects ofthe stories may be a bit overblown, but the result is
entertaining reading. This is not a book from which to teach internal medicine, but it is
good for a quiet couple ofhours on vacation.
PHILIP K. BONDY
Department ofInternal Medicine
Yale University School ofMedicine
DECISIONS IN ADULT ACUTE CARE. By Phillip L. Goodman and Kenneth J. Kurtz.
New York, Raven Press, 1988. 186 pp. $17.50. Paperbound.
One may have observed on the wards ofmost medical teaching services the presence
ofa "little blue notebook" crammed with a myriad of rules (e.g., increase in PaCO2 of
10 mmHg is associated with a decrease of 0.08 units in the arterial pH), clinical
"pearls," anatomical landmarks, and other medical incunabula garnered over the
intern and resident's training. This new pocket-sized handbook may serve as the lazy
man's version ofjust such a notebook. I was impressed to find here practical material
ranging from a complete section on the reading ofthe ECG, to a differential diagnosis
of eosinophilia, a chart of peripheral nerve dermatomes, a chart on the diagnostic
significance of thyroid function tests, and much more in its mere almost 190 pages.